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Reading the Bible devotionally is not so much a technique, as it is a spirit or attitude.
You must read with a spirit of eagerness to know the mind of God and what he is saying to you.

- Elmer L. Towns
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Pastor Jin Seo graduated from the University of Texas at Aus-
tin with the Bachelor degree of Science in Chemistry. Then

he joined the graduate school for the Master of Divinity in
General Ministries at Talbot School of Theology. Pastor Jin Seo
started his career as a chemistry adjunct faculty at Biola Uni-
versity. With over 7 years of youth ministry experience, he is
currently serving AKPC as a youth pastor.
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And God said, “Ler there be fight...” - Gen 1.3

VISION

Build up young believers who are
committed to Christ and the local church
by doing life together (i.e., discipleship)
to radiate the gospel of Jesus.

L oI sl e

WORSHIP INFO

SNL

Time: 7-9 PM
(Time will change to
6-8 PM starting March)

“all youth services take place in the youth chapel

Service Tim
Bible Study:

MINISTRY INFO

Demographic

Radiate Youth Ministry serves around

90 students from middle school to high
(&th through 12th grade).
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My grace is sufficient for thee:
for my strength is made
perfect in weakness.
Most gladly therefore will |
rather glory in my infirmities,

that the power of Christ

may rest upon me.
2 CORINTHIANS 12:9

Transferring to UT was a difficult journey for me. During my freshman year of college at

Southern Methodist University, | couldn’t bond well with my classmates. Everyone hung
out and grew closer by partying and drinking together, and as someone who didn’t want to
even risk that temptation, | stayed away from the party scene and lost many friendships as a
result. So freshman year was a year full of constant loneliness where | spent most of my time
either studying or working, and | slowly developed this habit of telling myself and believing

§gat | wasn’t loved or good enough. So when | came to Austin in 2018, | struggled a lot with




community because | was very closed off and

had a hard time stepping out of my head.

Over the summer after my sophomore year

at UT, a couple of my house church members
asked me to consider serving as a teacher in
the youth ministry. | was extremely hesitant

at first not only because | was super shy and
introverted, but also because | didn’t feel con-
fident enough to serve in this position. Like
many people in leadership positions probably
experience, the word “unqualified” seemed to
keep me from confidently stepping in. | prayed
over it all throughout the fall semester of my
junior year, but | realized | was never really
going to feel “ready”. So | decided to just jump
in and said yes, and | shadowed some teach-
ers during SNL and Bible Study over the next
couple of months. And then came 2019 winter

retreat.

| was nervous out of my mind to serve as a
teacher/counselor, but all | could do was pray
that God would move and speak through me
to my youth group. | found out | was grouped
with the now 9th grade girls and became
super anxious. But in some indescribable way,
the moment | first met them, | knew this was
where God was calling me to be. Through our
many random conversations, morning QTs,

and small group discussions in those few

days, | was quickly humbled. As much as |

had prayed to be used by God at this retreat,

| realized how much He was using these girls
to stir and move in my own heart. And | was
reminded that being a youth teacher wasn’t
just about the ministry God does through me,
but it’s also more importantly about the minis-
try God does in me. Since then, | became the
official teacher for this group of girls, and they
have become some of the greatest gifts from

God in my life.

Toward the end of my junior year, | was asked
to step up to become the next shepherd for
my house church. Excited to extend my serv-
ing, | immediately said yes. Perhaps it was be-
cause of my positive experience with the youth
ministry, but | walked into this serving oppor-
tunity with much more confidence. | started
planning every little detail - after house church
activity ideas, ice breaker games, hangouts,
trips, flow of house church gatherings, creat-
ing blessings jars:-- | even created a detailed
spreadsheet for house church roles and lists of
activity ideas. | had so many expectations for
the year and lists of plan A, B, C, all the way to
Z for how | can best serve and grow with this
house church - all this to say that | was pre-
pared and excited and confident. And then the
same week | became the new house church

shepherd, everything was shut down and
57




guarantine began.

The reality of COVID-19 hit really hard. | could
make backup plans and come up with backup
ideas for all these different things, but there
was no backup plan to this pandemic. This
was something | could not control. Gather-
ings moved online, my house church members
were scattered at home, and every single thing
| had planned for could no longer be used. It’s
like | had all this excitement and adrenaline
and eagerness, but then God was like “nope”
and completely shut those doors. | was very
discouraged. And as we've all experienced to
gether, virtual gatherings don’t allow for the
same depth of fellowship and bonding that
in-person gatherings do. So throughout the
summer and even during this fall semester, at-
tendance and engagement from my members

often drew close to none at all.

There were so many moments when | tried to
reach out, purchase or plan multiple online
games, and do anything | could to stay posi-
tive and encouraging for my youth girls and
house church members, but every single week

| found myself treading the waters of uncer-

tainty. | could sit there and plan all | wanted to,

but at the end of the day, | had no control over

anything, and that’s a scary thing to realize.

And as the weeks continued and nothing
58

changed, | grew tired and had no more of my
own strength to rely on. But slowly, | realized
that the beauty of such unexpected, uncon-

trollable moments in life is that they leave you
with nothing and nowhere to turn but to the

one certain thing we have - God.

This year was the first time | truly understood
and experienced what it meant in 2 Corinthi-
ans 12:9 when it says God’s power is made
perfect in our weakness. Although | lack a lot
of confidence, and although serving in both
the youth and college ministry has caused a
lot of anxiety and fear in me, it was not about
my abilities, qualifications, or control. God is
not pleased by all that we can do. But what
He delights in is all that we do in and by His
strength, and for that reason we can boast all

the more gladly in our weaknesses.

Through this pandemic, | found my strength in
the way God has used my weakest moments
to magnify His glory and to lead me to depend
on His power. | see it when my mind strives

to think of God and all things good and right
and pure. | feel it when my eyes start to see
the world through the lens of hope and faith.

| notice it when my ears learn to silence the
thoughts and listen closely to His voice. | hear
it in the way my mouth aims to speak life-giv-

ing words of love, honesty, and truth. | live it




in the way my hands seek to touch others in
love while openly receiving what is in His will
and surrendering what is not, and | experience
it in the way my feet stand firm in the truth
and faithfully go wherever He sends me. And
although | fail Him on a near-daily basis, God
meets me in my daily cries of desperation and
posture of surrender, and His sweet grace
reminds me that in all things, it is not | but

through Christ in me.

This truth has taught me to let go of control
over the little things. And when | do, | start to
find my strength and joy not in the circum-
stance, but in the God in charge of the circum-
stance. | learn to do my best in what God calls
me to do, and to leave the rest of what | can’t
do to the One who is in control. So whether |
see a screen full of happy, excited faces every
week or stare at an empty Zoom room, | am
okay. Because there are two certain truths |
hold closely: that God is good and He is in to-

tal control - and that is all | need.
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Send your contribution (gospel, testimony, art, or photos:--) to

kingkids780@hotmail.com
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Tous les Joulfs

512-373-8080
6808 N Lamar Blvd Suit B-115
Austin TX 78752

www tljus.com
tljaustintx@gmail.com

51.00 OFF ANY DRINK

9225 West Parmer Lane
Austin, TX 78717

www.CuppaAustin.com
512-382-6729

Kakao Talk ID: Email:
@hanyangmarket austinhanyangmarket@gmail.com

x
ey

Tel: 512.371.3199 R H A Lo Micw Bivd
Fax: 512.371.3250 Austin, TX 78752

Universal Motors/Services
Asian Imports & Domestic Service Since 1993

David Chong
ASE Certified Technician

24 HR TOWING
AJC Serivee 7138 Hwy 290 E.

Brakes & Tune Ups Austin, TX 78723
Engines & Transmissions (512) 459-3939

Bon Japanese Cuijsine

3500 Ranch Road 620S. B-100
Bee Cave, TX 78738
(512) 645-0208

Grand Slam Pjzza

100 Commons Road, Suit 11
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
(512) 894-0743
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Austin Korean Presbyterian Church
)

12311 Natures Bend, Austin TX 78753
Tel: 512-454-1727

Fax: 512-454-6888

HP: www.akpc.org

email: akpc@akpc.org

Metre Park
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