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WHAT IS CROWD?

Crowd is a small group gathering led by some of
the student leaders at Radiate. We want to
simply pause in the middle of a busy and fast-
pace weeks to engage in the Word and
encourage one another in fellowship. Crowd
seeks to foster a deeper relationship with Jesus
and with each other by loving one another in
obedience to His greatest commandment. Be
sure to click the button below for more info on
leaders, time and all the deets!
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Hello. My name is James Lee, and I'm currently a senior in high school. | wasn’'t born into a Chris-
tian family, but | accepted God as | kept coming to church after my friend invited me in elementary
school. A big part of my spiritual journey has been trying to reconcile my own thoughts to Christian
beliefs. As I've matured in my own thoughts and became more exposed to worldly beliefs, ques-
tions and doubt in God and my faith grew. So with the time | have today, | want to share a thought
that has come up a lot as | faced some disappointment with college decisions that have been
coming in, and how | found God through it all.

| thought of four scenarios of effort and outcomes, and the Christian justifications for each.

1. I put in effort and things go well. But apparently, it’s not through my efforts that achieved this,
but through God'’s grace.

2. | put in effort but things don’t go well. This is somehow part of God’s plan and for His glory.

3. I don’t put in effort but things go well. This is understandably said to be because of God’s grace.
4. | don’t put in effort and things don’t go well. This is my fault for not putting in any effort, and
the outcome is God’s way of teaching me.

The problem | had with this is that whether things go well or not, we are supposed to thank God

for everything.
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As | was feeling disappointed with the outcome despite my efforts, | didn’t like that I still had to

believe that God is always good. It frustrated me because it felt unfair that | was still met with

disappointment after the effort | put in to overcome the obstacles God prepared for me.

But Thursday night, as | was driving home after a basketball game, | realized that my frustration

shows how I'm taking God’s mercy and grace for granted.

| remember in summer retreat in 7th grade, my group teacher said this about mercy and grace.
“We receive God’s mercy when He saves us from something we deserve, and we receive God’s

grace when He blesses us with something we don’t deserve.”

The important part about this is that we don’t deserve either of them.

For we are saved not by our actions or our efforts but by God’s mercy and grace.

Ultimately, as sinners, the only thing we deserve is death, and our expectations should reflect that.

For it is through God’s grace that we can enjoy His blessings.

So feeling that it’s unfair for God to take credit for things that go well is a sign that God’s blessings

have become an expectation in my life rather than something to be grateful for.

Through this conclusion that God revealed to me, | instantly felt more appreciation for everything

that He has done for us, whether the outcome was good or bad.

I've been told not to take God for granted many times in church, but now genuinely feeling that |

was thinking that way, | am able to see God more clearly.

| hope that everyone can also understand that our efforts are for God, not for good outcomes.

Our outcomes are to glorify God, not ourselves. And our gratitude always belongs to God, no

matter the outcome.

Let us not take God for granted.

Thank you.
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Hello everyone!

As | prepare to graduate college and transition to the next stage of my life, | wanted to briefly
share with everyone just a quick reflection of these past four years, the things I've experienced,
and ultimately how the Lord’s provision was over me every step of the way and how he worked

through my life for his glory.

When | do some reflecting on these past four years, there are so many fond memories that come
to mind: All nighters at PCL, 3 am McDonald’s runs, and doing random spontaneous things with
my life group are all things that | know I'll miss once | graduate. But beyond that, the entirety of
college was definitely one of the most formative times in my life and Looking back, | never would
have expected all of the highs and lows, the victories and the hardships, and the personal growth

that I've experienced in these past four years.

Coming in as a freshman, My primary focus revolved around my ambitions for school and forming
genuine connections with others, leaving little room for other thoughts or considerations. What
God’s will and plan for me was definitely never in the picture for me at the start, and | now realize
that | had a lot of pride, thinking that | could set out to accomplish these things that | wanted on

my own. | needed humbling, and | got it.

A lot of trials came to my way throughout my college run. | was tested in many different aspects,

and more often than not, | thought it was too much for me to bear. There were countless times
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when | resented the Lord for these hardships, but eventually | came to the realization that these
tests were what | needed to mature and lay down the notion that | was in control over my life.
Now that | have the hindsight, | know that God’s provision was over my life in so many ways, even

though | was blind to it at the time. Now | know | have so much to be thankful.

Some of the big ways that I've personally experienced God’s provision for me is materially and in
my finances, in my relationships and leadership He's placed around me, and in this church com-
munity that He’s so intentionally placed me in. In all of these areas, the Lord went far above and
beyond what | thought | could create for myself. And although leaving this season already feels
bittersweet, | also feel incredibly blessed that God has called me to stay here in Austin at least for
the time being. I'm so excited to serve in more ways and to seize the opportunities that I'll inev-
itably have to be vocal for the gospel and continue to pursue the Lord. And I'm sure that in this
new stage | will be faced with unfamiliar responsibilities and even more difficult trials will come
my way, but through my experiences in college, | can be reminded that because God has provided
for me without fail in the past, he will continue to do so over and over again. | can trust that He
is working for my good always and that His ways are higher than mine. That even when | forget

because | am so fickle and broken, He still will not fail to provide.

And that’s what I'd like to end with as | address the underclassmen: cherish those 3 am McDonalds
runs because they won’t last! find accountability and people that you can confess your sin to and
grow with. But most importantly, trust the process and trust God. Nothing good comes without
sacrifice and hardship. Recognize that when tests and difficulties come your way, you will not be
met with more than you can handle. Maybe the purpose of those tests is to build your character
but also so that later you can testify to his goodness, and his faithfulness towards you in your lifel
Seek his input on the major decisions in your life and submit in obedience to Him. Recognize that

no matter what he will provide!

I'm so thankful for what God has done for me in this past four years and super excited for what He
has in store for me as | continue to be a part of this awesome church and this awesome ministry!

Thank you all for reading!
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Dieses Buch soll weder eine Anklage noch ein Bekenntnis sein. Es soll nur den Versuch machen, tber eine Generation zu berichten,
die vom Kriege zerstort wurde - auch wenn sie seinen Granaten entkam.
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JUNE 4, 2023 Week
THOSE WHO NEVER HEARD THE GOSPEL
CAMERON BEATY

Acts 4:12, Mark 16: 15-16, Matthew 9:37-38

Father in Heaven, We pray for those who have never heard the gospel of grace - the good news
of Jesus ad Him crucified, resurrected and One Day returning to make all things new. We ask that
you would raise up missionaries among us who will go to the unreached peoples of the world.
Give us courage and compassion to make Jesus known among our own neighbors. By the power
of the Spirit, strengthen the witness of the church, whom You love. In the strong name of King
Jesus, we pray.

Reverend Cameron Beaty, Peak Street Church - HPPC, Dallas, TX
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JUNE 11, 2023 Week
THOSE WHO REJECTED JESUS
MARK RENN

1 Timothy 1:19, John 12: 48-50

Father of mercy and reconciliation, we cry out to you on behalf of those who have rejected your
Son. Distracted by the lies of the world and the evil one, they have convinced themselves of their
own self sufficience. Even within the Church, many have wandered from Your truth and have
accepted the ways of the world as their own. All your people to repentance! Help them to see
Your Way, Your Truth and Your Life as the only source of salvation and security for this life and
the next. Amen!

Reverend Mark Renn, Pastor Pioneer Mission Community, Brenham, TX
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JUNE 18, 2023 Week
NEW TEXANS
BEN WANG

Deuteronomy 10:19, Luke: 10:27

Dear Lord, Lord Jesus, help us by your grace, to banish barriers and doubts in our hearts and in
our minds, that we may embrace and welcome sojouners and new Texans with joy and generosity.
May you use us to pour out your love on the migrant crowd, welcoming them as our neighbors.
We ask that you help us to love these new Texans with that same kind of love that you extend
towards us and see them through your eyes, as we celebrate the many gifts they bring and to let
our light shine so that the new Texans will glorify you. Lord, we also pray for our new communities
- Bless their homes and families,

and let your love and peace so shine within these communities that strangers become friends,
even become your people. We pray this through Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen!

Reverend Ben Wang, Pastor Mandarin Chinese Church, Highland Park Presbyterian, Dallas, TX
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JUNE 25, 2023 Week
UNREACHED IN TEXAS
KAY ATCHISON

James 2:8, Romans 15:2

Lord, we ask you continually remind us to love our neighbors and build them up in their faith espe-
cially in kingdom expansion and new church planting. May we be the pleasant aroma to you, God,
as we offer ourselves in Your service to share Your Gospel, full of grace and love for all. Move us
out of our comfort zones, Lord and empower us through the Holy Spirit, to be motivated to share
our faith and encourage the development and growth of new worshipping communities. Texas is
a big state but you, God, are bigger than our vision, so give us hearts in both urban and rural areas!
Give us eyes to see where we are called to make a difference in expansion of Your kingdom. In the
powerful name of Your Son, to whom all authority on earth and in heaven has been given, Amen!

Reverend Kay Atchison, Hardeman County Ministry, Hardeman, Co, TX
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Dear fellow Christian Members of AKPC! We seek for your original contributions to Mustard seed
magazine. Let us build our tree of life in Christ together. Trees never be trees but just withered
bush without nutrition. Likewise, Mustard will stay healthy only if the words of gospel and testi-
mony will be supplied continuously. We all know our life is a woven cloth with joy and frustration.
Sharing yours with others will strengthen our community with understanding, learning, and prayer.
We are waiting for your contribution and your contribution will make a difference. God is good.
Please send us your contribution, either in Korean or English. He is also seeking English editor for
the Mustard seed magazine. Please step forward and be a part of all who inspire our church to

grow every day.
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Send your contribution (gospel, testimony, art, or photos) to kingkids780@hotmail.com
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Kakao Talk ID: Email:

@hanyangmarket austinhanyangmarket@gmail.com | l J
|  Tous les Jours
’ . Austin
MARKET

512-373-8080
6808 N Lamar Blvd Suit B-115
Austin TX 78752

www tljus.com
tljaustintx@gmail com

Myanyang

Tel: 512.371.3199 6808 N. Lamar Bivd

Fax: 512.371.3250 Austin, Tﬁﬁ;’_a]?t]':g
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Universal Motors/Services Cuppa Austin Coffee Shop

Asian Imports & Domestic Service Since 1993

David Chong $1.00 OFF ANY DRINK \
o)

ASE Certified Technician
9225 West Parmer Lane
24 HR TOWING
Austin, TX 78717 —
AJC Serivce 7138 Hwy 290 E. _ \ *
B""ﬂ!‘e-'- & Tune Ups Austin, TX 78723 www.CuppaAustin.com &
Engines & Transmissions (512) 459-3939 512-382-6729

Duestions? Commenits?
Find us o Yelp!

Anne Lee
Sales Agent

Man- Fri 7arn-F:30pm
Sat 10am- 2pm
Suny/ Holideys CLOSED

Pohl Partners, Inc.

10800 Pecan Park Blvd, Ste 125 c: 224.427.0925
Austin, TX 78750 0:512.335.5577
www.pohlpartners.com anne(@pohlpartners.com

Grand Slam Pizza
100 Commons Road, Suit 11
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
(512) 894-0743

BON Japanese Cuisine
3500 Ranch Road 620S. B-100
Bee Cave, TX 78738
(512) 645-0208
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12311 Natures Bend, Austin, TX 78753
T 512)454-1727 / Fax 512) 454-6888
www..akpc.org/ akpc@akpc.org




